
Directorate for Communities 
Neighbourhood Services 
Licensing Team 
Buckinghamshire Council 
The Gateway 
Gatehouse Road 
Aylesbury 
HP19 8FF 

simon.gallacher@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
01296 585605 
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk  

Licensing Service  
Buckinghamshire Council 
The Gateway, Gatehouse Road 
Aylesbury 
Buckinghamshire 
HP19 8FF 

19th January 2022 
Ref: LARep_LittleWonder_Jan2022 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Licensing 2003 
Licensing Authority Representation 
Little Wonder, 14 Mansion Lane, Iver, Buckinghamshire SL10 9RH 

I am submitting a representation on behalf of the Licensing Authority in respect of this application 
for a new premises licence.  In drafting this representation, careful consideration has been given 
to the promotion of the four licensing objectives, the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy for 
the South Bucks Area of Buckinghamshire and the Secretary of State Section 182 Guidance.  
Consideration has also been given to the new Buckinghamshire Council Statement of Licensing 
Policy recently approved by the Council, which will shortly replace the South Bucks area policy. 

This licence application is for a “Small private gourmet club operating on an ad hoc basis” within 
the garden of a residential dwelling.  The applicant is requesting permission for the ability to sell 
alcohol anytime between 12:00 and 23:00, for consumption on and off the premises, on any day 
of the week, with corresponding opening hours of 12:00 to 23:30.  

The applicant has proposed beyond the mandatory conditions that only two conditions be 
attached to the licence, specifically: 

1. The premises shall only be used for pre-booked events.
2. Food available at all times when the licence is in use.

Unfortunately, I do not believe that these matters are sufficient to adequately promote the 
licensing objectives.   

In accordance with Secretary of State statutory guidance (Section 182 Guidance), paragraph 8.41,  
“In completing an operating schedule, applicants are expected to have regard to the statement of 
licensing policy for their area. …applicants are also expected to undertake their own enquiries 
about the area in which the premises are situated to inform the content of the application.”  The 
guidance goes on to explain that applicants are expected to demonstrate that they understand 
the local area in which they intend to operate, the risks their proposed activities pose to the local 
area, and any local initiatives.   

It is noted that the proposed licensed premises is located in what appears to be a predominantly, 
if not exclusively, residential area.  Residential dwellings are located immediately to the rear and 
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the sides.  The premises itself appears to be an outbuilding in the rear garden of a residential 
dwelling.   

The Council’s policy for the South Bucks area sets out clearly the expectation that operating 
schedules will satisfactorily address the promotion of the licensing objectives  from “design 
through to the daily operation of the business” (paragraph 2.8).  The policy goes on to state that 
particular consideration will be given to the, “The steps the applicant has taken or proposes to 
take to prevent public nuisance. Such steps may include the installation of sound proofing, air 
conditioning, acoustic lobbies, sound limitation devices, parking provision, notices at exits and in 
the car park.”   

This expectation is similarly reflected in the new Buckinghamshire Council Licensing Policy, 
adopted by the Council on 24th November 2021, and is pending imminent implementation.  The 
new policy states, “The Licensing Authority is keen to protect the amenity of residents and 
businesses in the vicinity of licensed premises” (paragraph 3.35).  “In considering all licence 
applications, the Licensing Authority will consider whether the measures proposed to deal with 
the potential for public nuisance having regard to all circumstances of the application, are 
adequate. In preparing applications, applicants are strongly encouraged to consider the measures 
set out below.” (paragraph 3.36).  The policy goes on to provide guidance on areas which 
applicants are advised to consider such as: noise escape, customer arrival, smokers, customer 
departure, staff departure, customer parking, public transport, location, outside areas, deliveries 
and waste collections, litter, lighting, complaints procedure and street drinking. 

The application form, and accompanying operating schedule, do not reflect any meaningful 
consideration of the location of these premises and the potential adverse impact on those living 
in the vicinity of the premises from the provision of licensable activities.  It is important that 
adequate safeguards are in place to ensure the licensing objectives are not adversely affected by 
activity associated with the sale of alcohol. These safeguards include robust operating schedules, 
with appropriate conditions and licensed hours. Unfortunately, the applicant has failed to 
acknowledge or address this issue in their application. 

In summary, I have concerns in the first instance whether the proposed activity at this location is 
appropriate given its residential nature.  Secondly, I do not believe that the operating schedule 
adequately reflects the necessary safeguards to promote the licensing objectives.  On this basis I 
would recommend that the Licensing Sub-Committee give careful consideration to refusing this 
application in its current form.  

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Simon Gallacher 
Principal Licensing Officer 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 




