Buckinghamshire Joint Health and Well-Being Board Strategy: Age Well/Mental Health Action Plan

Health and Wellbeing Board Performance Hub Metric: Increase the proportion of people aged over 65 with dementia that have been diagnosed

Action: Improve the detection and formal diagnosis of dementia

Rationale: ‘One in six people over the age of 80 in the UK live with dementia and 80% of people in care homes have dementia or severe memory problems.
The number of people living with dementia in the UK is predicted to rise to over one million people by 2024. However, many of these individuals are yet to
receive a formal diagnosis. Dementia is a key priority for NHS England who have agreed a national ambition for diagnosis rates to ensure that two thirds of
the estimated number of people with dementia in England should have a diagnosis with appropriate post-diagnostic support. Accessing a diagnosis of
dementia is important to afford individuals increased understanding of their condition, allow for future planning and enable access to support. Timely
diagnosis also prevents health and social care crises and ensures access to evidence-based treatments that allow those with dementia to ‘live well’ with the
condition.’
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