REPORT OF THE CABINET MEMBER FOR SCHOOLS
Teacher Recruitment and Retention

After al thelocal and national media coverage of the serious problem of teacher
recruitment and retention, | am pleased to be able to tell Members that all
Buckinghamshire schools opened fully thisterm. Y es, some of our schools have
vacancies that are being covered both from within the school staff and from
supply and short term contract and Members know of thevery gresat efforts that
many schools have had to make to ensure that their staffing complement was
filled for thisterm. Those efforts were considerably supported by Officershere.

| was pleased to contribute to the welcome that we organised at the end of
August for theteachersthat we have recruited from Canadaand | hopethat they
enjoy their stay in Buckinghamshire.

We have been able to appoint a specific Recruitment Strategy Manager to help
schools work on this problem that looks as though it may remain across the
whole of the southeast, if not nationally, for the next 3 or 4 years. A wholerange
of initiatives are underway including to do with starter homes and | would be
happy to circulate details of these to Members.

Examination and Test Results 2001

We now have provisional information from Buckinghamshire schools which
indicates that the percentage of pupils obtaining five or more grades A* to Cin
the GCSE examinations (or equivalent) this year was just over 65.4%, arise of
over 2% on last year. The percentage obtaining at least one grade A* to G rose
by 0.6%t097.6%. Thesefigures mean that we have exceeded the targets set out
in the current Education Development Plan.

At A levd, the percentage of entries achieving A to C grades rose from 68.6%to
70.7%

6 Weaso have provisional information on pupils who took the Key Stage 2 tests

at the end of the Primary phase this Summer, which indicates increases in the
percentage of pupils achieving Leve 4 or better in the English (+0.4%) and
Science (+2.9%) tests, but a decrease in the Mathematics test (-1.2%). These
changes are in line with national trends where the changes from 2000 were as
follows: English (no change); Science (+2%); Mathematics (-1%).

We have also looked particularly at achievementsin Key Stagetests by looked-
after children. Among this group, outcomesfor Key Stage 1 and Key Stage2 are
generally positive with many significant achievements, particularly at Key Stage
1, especially when one takes into consideration the disproportionate number of
children with special educational needs and emotional and behavioural
difficulties. 64% achieved thetarget in reading comprehension and writing, 73%
in mathematics. At Key Stage 2, 67% achieved the target in science compared
with 76.5% of their peers in Bucks. Considering the evidence of particular
vulnerability, early socia disadvantage and a high level of specia educational
needs there is clear evidence of a high level of participation and significant
achievements. Attainments at KS3 show there are some potentially high
achievers for GCSE results in future years.

White Paper: * Schools Achieving Success

The White Paper ‘Schools Achieving Success' sets out the Government’s
education priorities for its second term in office.  The document is mainly
concerned with secondary education and is designed as aframework for raising
standards throughout that sector. If any Member would liketo seea Summary of
the White Paper, please contact me. |nmany cases, the proposals are concerned
with an expansion of initiatives already under way, including, for example,
teacher recruitment measures, and specialist and beacon school status. In other
areas, broad principles are set out and detailed proposalswill follow. Thesewill
include in particular plans for amajor reform of provision for 14-19 year olds.
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The County Council is invited to reply to the consultation exercise by
7 November 2001 and will seek views from relevant partnersin devel oping that
reply. Inthelonger term, the Council will need to devel op astrategic responseto
theimplications of the White Paper for the future of secondary education in the
County.

Accident on School Visit to Vietham

Council Members will know of the tragic death of Amy Ransom, a Wycombe
High School pupil, on aschool visit to Vietham during the summer holiday. All
our sympathies go out to the family, the school and thoseinvolved inthehaliday.
For our part, as we would do in any such incident, we are reviewing, as we do
regularly, our Educational Visits Policy to ensurethat, if thereareany lessonsto
be learned and applied, thiswill be done.

Changesto Schools

It isalso important to confirm to the Council that formal changes have happened
to the following schools this September.

Highcrest Community School opened as a Fresh Start school on 1 September.
Initial major phases of building were ready when the school opened. | am aso
very pleased to say that the school is off to a very good start; with much
improved examination results and an increase in admission numbers.

Southcourt Infant School and Beech Green Nursery School, Aylesbury duly
closed on 31 August, and most of the pupils transferred to the enlarged Oak
Green School. Our appreciation of thework of thetwo school s was expressed at
the last meeting of the Council.

MARION CLAYTON
CABINET MEMBER FOR SCHOOLS





