
 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF A MEETING OF THE AYLESBURY 

VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

11 September, 2013 
 

PRESENT: Councillor M J Rand (Chairman); Councillors C Adams, M R Beall, Mrs J 
Blake, N C Blake, Mrs J Bloom, A G Bond, S Bowles, Mrs J Brandis,  J W Cartwright,   
J R Chilver, P A Cooper, Mrs A C Davies, M T Edmonds, P J Fealey, B Foster, Mrs D 
A Glover, M Hawkett, P J C Hughes, T Hunter-Watts, T Hussain, A Huxley, D R 
Isham, S Jarvis, S Kennell, R W Khan, S Lambert, Miss P J R Lewis, L Monger, H J 
Mordue, Mrs C M Paternoster, Mrs P D J Pearce, Mrs J Phipps, Mrs S F Polhill, C Poll, 
Mrs S Renshell, Miss G F Reynolds, Mrs F D Roberts MBE, B Roberts, Mrs B M 
Russel, M Smith, R Stuchbury, Mrs R Takodra MBE, D B Thompson, B Tyndall, D A 
Vick, Mrs J Ward and M Winn.  
 

APOLOGIES: Councillors M P J Cashman, Mrs S Chapple, A Douglas-Bate MBE, T 
A Mills, C G Richards, Mrs L Smith, Sir Beville D Stanier Bt, P Strachan, A Ward and 
Yerby. 
 

STEVEN J PATRICK  

 
Prior to the commencement of the formal business of the meeting, all those present 
stood for a minute’s silence in memory of Steven J Patrick, one of the Members for 
the Oakfield Ward (from 1999) who passed away recently. 
 

1. MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED – 
 
That, subject to the inclusion of Councillor Isham in the list of Members present, the 
Minutes of 17 July, 2013, be approved as a correct record. 
 

2. ELECTION OF LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 

 

 Proposed by Councillor Kennell and seconded by Councillor Mrs J Ward:- 
 

 “That Councillor Cooper be elected Leader of the Council for the life of the Council”. 
 

 It was thereupon proposed by Councillor Mrs Pearce and seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Polhill:- 
 

 “That Councillor N Blake be elected Leader of the Council for the life of the 
Council”. 

 
 Upon being put to the vote, it was  
 
 RESOLVED –  
 

 That Councillor N Blake be elected Leader of the Council for the life of the current 
Council. 

 

 Councillor Blake expressed thanks for his election. 
 



 

 
 

 It was thereupon proposed by Councillor Edmonds, seconded by Councillor B 

Roberts and 
  

RESOLVED – 
 

 That this Council places on record its sincere thanks and appreciation to Councillor 

Cartwright for his service as Leader of the Council for the past 12 years. 
 
 A small presentation was made to Councillor Cartwright in recognition of his service 

as Leader. 

 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Chairman of the Council 

 

 Matthew Partridge 

 
The Chairman and Members extended their best wishes for the future to Matthew 
Partridge and expressed their thanks for the work undertaken by him on behalf of 
this Authority as Head of Leisure and Cultural Services and in his current role as 
Corporate Director.  This was the last ordinary meeting of the Council to be 
attended by him prior to taking up a Strategic Director’s post at Stevenage 
Borough Council. 
 

 Events attended since the last Council meeting 

 
The Chairman reported on the events attended by him since the last Council 
meeting.  Of particular note was the opening of the new Waitrose food store in 
Aylesbury, receiving a delegation of visitors from Norway, attendance at a social 
function at the Alfred Rose Community Centre and an event at Stoke Hammond 
to recognise that this was one of the few villages in the country to which all of the 
local men who had fought in the great war (1914/18) had returned. 

 

Leader of the Council/Cabinet Members 

 
There were none on this occasion. 
 

4. PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS 

 
There were none. 
 

5. ELECTORAL REVIEW OF AYLESBURY VALE: WARDING PROPOSALS 

 
 Council received a report similar to that submitted to the General Purposes 

Committee on 12 August, 2013, and posted on the Council’s web site, incorporating 
the draft submission to the Local Government Boundary Commission for England 
(LGBCE) containing the recommendations of the General Purposes Committee 
concerning changes to Ward Boundaries to address electoral imbalances. 

 
 The Chairman of the Committee however sought the Council’s consent to withdraw 

the item with a view to the matter being reconsidered by the General Purposes 
Committee at a meeting arranged for 20 September, 2013, to which all Members of 
the Council would be invited.  The Committee’s recommendations would be 
submitted to a special meeting of the Council on 2 October. 



 

 
 

 After some discussion the proposal was put to the meeting as a formal proposition, 

and after a show of hands, was declared to be CARRIED. 
  

6. TREASURY MANAGEMENT ANNUAL REPORT: 2012/2013 

 
 The CIPFA Code of Practice for Treasury Management in Public Services, adopted 

by the Council in 2002, recommended that as a minimum the Council should receive 
an Action Plan in advance of the year and an annual report on the activities of the 
treasury management function at the year end.  The objectives for the Treasury 
Management team had been agreed by the Council in February, 2012 and these 
were summarised in the Council report. 

 
 Actual performance had been in line with the Action Plan and could be summarised 

in the following statements. 
 

During the year the Council had received further repayments of £94,603 against the 
Heritable Bank deposit and further repayments totalling £372,036 against the 
Landbanski deposit.  The Cabinet Member for Resources gave an update on the 
latest position concerning the monies repaid to the Council since the preparation of 
the report. 

 
 The in-house team had exceeded the seven day rate target, although in cash terms 

fell short of the amount of interest forecast.  No use had been made of Money Market 
funds during the year.  The Authority had not undertaken any long term borrowing, 
although some short term borrowing had been undertaken during the second part of 
the year.  The Council’s external fund manager had not performed as well as in 
previous years, even though interest rates had remained at their historical low of 
0.5%. 

 
 The report submitted showed in graphical form the average monthly balances 

deposited together with the returns generated by both the in-house team and the 
Council’s external fund manager.  The report also set out the economic context within 
which funds had been invested and explained in more detail the performance of both 
the in-house team and the Council’s external fund manager  fund manager. 

 
 The Council operated an “Interest Equalisation Reserve” to smooth out fluctuations in 

interest rates.  As a result of the reducing level of sums managed by the Council 
during the year and the historically low interest rates which had prevailed, the interest 
generated had been considerably less than had been anticipated.  Therefore, as a 
result of the reducing level of the lower than expected interest, the “ Interest 
Equalisation Reserve” had had to make a contribution to the General Fund of 
£290,000.  This meant that at the end of 2012/2013, the “Interest Equalisation 
Reserve” had stood at £4.9 million. 

 
 The balance on the Reserve was invaluable as the Authority’s medium term financial 

plan continued to rely on the significant use of deposit income to balance the budget.  
Without an “Interest Equalisation Reserve, and with interest rates still at 0.5%, the 
Council’s ability to deliver the medium term financial plan would have been uncertain.  
Consequently,  the phased use of the reserve formed part of the annual budget 
setting exercise. 

 
 Having responded to questions from individual Members about the performance of 

both the in-house team and the external fund managers, it was proposed by 

Councillor N Blake, seconded by Councillor Isham and 



 

 
 

 
 RESOLVED – 
 
 That the performance against the Treasury Management Action Plan for 2012/2013, 

be noted and in particular  that the Councils thanks be extended to the in-house team 
for their work in this area of activity. 

 

7. SCRAP METAL DEALERS ACT 2013 

 
 The Scrap Metal Dealers Act, 2013, had replaced the previous registration system for 

scrap metal dealers created by the Scrap Metal dealers Act, 1964, and in its place 
had established a new licensing regime.  Every scrap metal dealer would now have 
to have a licence and operating without one would constitute a criminal offence.  Also 
the definition of scrap metal had been extended to include motor salvage operators. 

 
 Under the new regime there were two types of licence – a site licence and a 

collector’s licence.  The new licencing regime would start on 1 October, 2013, and 
the Council needed to be in a position to accept applications for licences from this 
date.  The report submitted summarised the actions that needed to be taken by the 
Council. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor Mrs Brandis, seconded by Councillor Mrs Phipps and 
 
 RESOLVED – 
 

(1) That the new licencing regime relating to scrap metal dealers be noted. 
 

(2) That delegated authority be given to the Licencing Committee and, to the extent 
that the Scrap Metal Dealers Act, 2013, permitted, the Licencing Services 
Manager, all the Council’s licencing functions pursuant to and in connection with 
the Act. 

 

8. WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

 
There were none. 
 

9. (NEW) NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
 There were none. 

  

10. QUESTION TIME 

 
Members had the opportunity to ask questions of individual Cabinet Members and 
Committee Chairmen about issues affecting their portfolios/Committee activities:-  
 

(a) Residential Development at Buckingham (Councillor Stuchbury) 
 
The Cabinet Member for Planned Development, Design and Conservation noted 
comments from Councillor Stuchbury concerning the planning permission given for 
the construction of 80 dwellings at Moreton Road, Buckingham.  The Council would 
continue to consider all applications having regard to all the material planning 
considerations. 
 



 

 
 

(b) High Speed Rail 2: Waddesdon Relief Road (Councillor Vick) 

 
The Leader of the Council indicated that the final Environmental Impact Assessment 
document would be published later this year and that the concerns raised by 
Councillor Vick about significant changes to proposals for a relief road for 
Waddesdon would be discussed with the County Council within the context of 
securing adequate mitigation measures for the village. 
 

(c) Play Area, Haydon Hill (Councillor Huxley) 
 
The Cabinet Member for Leisure indicated that RoSPA had recommended that play 
areas should not be fenced in unless there were extenuating circumstances.  The 
attention of the local Police Community Support Officers would be drawn to the 
problems of dog fowling at this location.  Officers would be asked look into the issues 
raised by Councillor Huxley concerning signage and would respond directly. 
 

(d) Pre-application Planning Advice (Councillor Cooper) 
 
The Cabinet Member for Planned Development, Design and Conservation indicated 
that the existing charging arrangements for pre-application planning advice had been 
formulated to ensure that the Council recovered its costs for this area of activity.  The 
Cabinet Member would arrange for details of the take-up and associated costs to be 
sent directly to Councillor Cooper. 
 

(e) Involvement of Non-Cabinet Members in the Decision-Making Process 
(Councillor Cooper) 

 
The Leader of the Council confirmed that he would continue to endeavour to involve 
the wider Council membership in the decision making processes, emphasising that 
there were always opportunities for individual Members to meet with Cabinet 
Members to discuss specific issues on a one to one basis.  The current 
arrangements for non-Cabinet Members to ask questions prior to the start of Cabinet 
meetings would remain unchanged.  The Leader also reminded Members of the 
arrangements started last year for Cabinet Members to meet with Parish Council 
representatives once a year to talk through and explain Council policies.  The next 
such meeting would take place on 25 September, 2013.    
 

(f) Regeneration of Aylesbury Town Centre (Councillor Winn) (Councillor 
Hughes) 

 
The Leader agreed with the comments of Councillor Winn that it was pleasing to read 
the positive comments made about the regeneration of the town in a recent local 
press article. 
 
In response to comments from Councillor Hughes, the Leader acknowledged that 
there was still a lot of work to be done to deliver the Council’s aspirations for the town 
centre but reminded Members that this had already begun with the recent launch of 
the Town Centre Improvement Plan.  As was the current practice, all proposals would 
be the subject of the development of a business case which would assist with the 
determination of priorities and overall viability of individual redevelopment proposals. 
 
The Cabinet Member for Civic Amenities advised that the experimental Road Traffic 
Regulation Order for the pedestrianisation of the top part of the High Street would 
become operative very soon. 



 

 
 

 

(g) Noise Complaints: Stoke Mandeville (Councillor Adams) 

 
The Chairman of the Licensing Committee gave an assurance that complaints 
received about late night noise emanating from a local hostelry were being dealt with 
and that she would arrange for a written update on the current situation to be sent 
directly to Councillor Adams. 
 

(h) Council Question Time (Councillor Adams) 

 
It was indicated that the practical arrangements for Council question time were at the 
discretion of the Chairman of the Council. 
 

(i) Changes to Local Bus Routes (Councillor Beall) 

 
Councillor Beall was advised that the issue of bus routes/timetabling was a matter for 
Buckinghamshire County Council. 
 

(j) Bulk Waste Collection Service (Councillor Kennell) 

 
In the absence of the Cabinet Member for Environment and Health, the Leader of the 
Council indicated that the service had been suspended whilst the depot was being 
redeveloped.  Details of licensed providers of a similar service were posted on the 
Bucks County Council web site. 
 

(k) Christmas Lighting, Aylesbury (Councillor Khan) 

 
The Cabinet Member for Civic Amenities reminded Members that a substantial 
renewal programme had been implemented last year which had been extremely well 
received and had been the subject of a large number of compliments. 
 

(l) Vale of Aylesbury Plan (VAP) (Councillor Miss Lewis) 

 
The Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning indicated that a written communication 
would be sent to all Members outlining the timetable for the Examination in Public as 
soon as practicable.  The Cabinet Member took the opportunity to express her thanks 
to the officers for achieving the VAP submission deadlines. 
 

(m) Bucks County Show (Councillor Miss Lewis) 

 
The Cabinet Member for Civic Amenities joined with Councillor Miss Lewis in 
expressing his thanks to all those staff who manned the AVDC marquee at the Bucks 
County Show for their professionalism and enthusiasm in responding to questions 
about and promoting Council services.  Whilst the Cabinet Member could give no 
guarantees given the continuing stringent economic climate, the Cabinet Member 
expressed the hope that there would be sufficient funding available to continue the 
Council’s involvement in next year and beyond. 
 

(n) Greater Aylesbury Local Area Forum (Councillor Lambert) 

 
The Cabinet Member for Community Matters joined with Councillor Lambert in 
expressing the hope that as many people as possible would participate in the 
nomination process for the distribution of limited funding made available via the LAF 
for use by local charities. 



 

 
 

 
The Cabinet Member confirmed that this Council would continue to support the work 
of all Local Area Forums covering Aylesbury Vale. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  


