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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORIC
ENVIRONMENT FORUM

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
FORUM HELD ON MONDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2015 IN MEZZANINE ROOM 2, COUNTY
HALL, AYLESBURY, COMMENCING AT 2.00 PM AND CONCLUDING AT 4.30 PM.
MEMBERS PRESENT
Members
Mr M Farley
Mr H McCarthy
Mr W Whyte
Mr R Pushman
Mrs C Paternoster

Organisation
Bucks Archaeological Society
Wycombe District Council
Buckinghamshire County Council
Bucks Heritage Champion
Aylesbury Vale District Council

Officers
Mr B Thorn
Ms J Wise
Ms E Alqassar
Mr P Markham
Mr S Newell
Mrs C Capjon
Ms M Breen-Haynes
Mr D Sutherland
Ms S Farr

Organisation
Bucks County Museum
Buckinghamshire County Council
Buckinghamshire County Council
Buckinghamshire County Council
PAC Service Environment
Buckinghamshire County Council
Aylesbury Vale District Council

1

Buckinghamshire County Council

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE / CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP
Apologies were received from Nick Crank, Gary Marshall, Bill Chapple and Anne Davies.
Morwenna Breen-Haynes, Assistant Heritage Officer, was introduced as the new
Aylesbury Vale District Council representative.
Carole Paternoster was welcomed as the new Member representative from Aylesbury
Vale District Council.
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MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2015 were agreed as a correct record.

3

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

3

There were no declarations of interest.
4

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Membership of the Forum
The Chairman would continue seeking representation from the Royal Institution of British
Architects in Buckinghamshire.
Action: Chairman
County Archaeological Service Report
Mr Markham reported that whilst funding may be possible for individual sites, it was not
available to support the Council’s team. Consideration was being given to the potential
of Service Level Agreements with the District Councils.
Historic Environment Records
The issue of access to the online database was raised and limitations of available
capacity to update and maintain acknowledged. The potential to use prisoners or the
amateur community was discussed but the need for staff supervision considered to be a
limiting factor.

5

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
COUNTY
OVERVIEW AND HIGHLIGHTS

ARCHAEOLOGICAL

SERVICE

REPORTS,

Mr Markam presented his report (attached) to the Forum highlighting the following
points:










An HER Assistant post was to be advertised in the near future
Ms E Alqassar was set to return from her secondment to Historic England in
October 2015
HS2 select committee was timetabled for October and discussions are on going
DCMS had recently listed Flackwell Heath, Turweston and Chesham war
memorials (all at Grade II).
The Norman defensive ditch enclosing the town of Buckingham had recently been
found during excavations behind Market Hill.
A section through Grim’s Ditch had been excavated by Chiltern Archaeology as
part of an evaluation for a proposed housing development.
An Iron Age Hillfort had been confirmed north of Long Crendon east of the Chilton
Road by pre-application geophysics and trail trenching.
A large scale development had been proposed which lay adjacent to the
Magiovinium Roman Town scheduled monument.
The archaeology team engaged with approximately 350 members of the public
through various outreach and publicity events.

In relation to the Norman ditch in Buckingham, Mr Markham reported that evidence
indicated the ditch was 11th Century but that he would keep the Forum informed of
developments.
Mr Markham reported that archaeological assessment of the ditches in relation to the hill
fort had identified iron age pottery. An application had now been received and advice
provided. In response to a question, Mr Markham confirmed that scheduling of the site
was not required as the development would leave the area intact, however this would be
reviewed if plans changed.
In response to a question relating to HS2, Mr Markham stated that he understood work
was still continuing in Camden and that further work was proposed.
4

Ms J Wise presented her report and updated members with the statistics, which were:




In quarter one there were 30 backlog reports and 517 collections, totalling 537;
In quarter two, 53 backlogs and a collection of 517, totalling 560.
The number of reports received were 22 in quarter one and 29 in quarter two.

Ms E Alqassar presented a report on the Emergency Recording Fund, bringing
members’ attention to the fact that the fund had been depleted as a result of work on the
roman casket burial. Ms Alqassar reported that the fund needed to be topped up to
£10k and that the five Councils within Buckinghamshire had been approached for further
funding. The Forum heard that Wycombe, Chiltern and South Bucks District Councils
had responded favourably and Mr M Andrew confirmed that a contribution of £800 would
be processed in the Council’s next cheque run. Ms Alqassar reported that the Bucks
Archaeological Society had been approached for a donation of £400 and that
consideration was being given to seeking contributions from metal detection groups.
Action: Ms Alqassar to update the Forum at the next meeting on contributions to
date and the level of the Fund.
6

HS2
Mr Markham updated the Forum on developments in relation to HS2. The Forum was
told that the Commons Select Committee would be hearing evidence from
Buckinghamshire for a week to a week and a half from the 12 October.
Mr Markham informed members that he attended the HS2 heritage sub-group which met
monthly and that the group had raised issues & commented on documents throughout
the process. The Forum was told that the group had been successful in securing
amendments to documents which now better reflected best practice and the NPF. The
work done to date related to high level documentation but it was felt this was important to
ensure later site-specific documents included areas of particular importance. The subgroup would be considering the research and delivery scoping report and the community
engagement consultation in the near future.
Mr Markham reported that he was meeting HS2 colleagues and the Leader in relation to
petitioning and the issue of monitoring of archaeology. It was felt that the cost of
additional work required should be reclaimed from HS2 and that these should be
included in high level cost recovery documents published by the Council.
Mr Markham reported that there were currently approximately 20 listed buildings which
could be blighted by HS2. HS2 Ltd was looking at each to address issues and would
subsequently publish a shortlist at which point the Local Authority would be consulted.
Mr Markham confirmed that the next meeting of the sub-group would be during the week
of 7 December 2015.
During discussion, Mr Markham confirmed that although best practice guidelines were
available, they were difficult to find.
Action: Mr S Newell to send guidance to Mr M Farley
This issue of sub-works, contractors compounds and adequacy of HS2 land-take was
raised. Mr Markham reported that work was being done to ensure these issues were
raised and included within documentation.
The Forum acknowledged the importance of ensuring public access to sites during
5

archaeological work.
The issue of archiving was discussed and the Forum was told that there were currently
two views, one for a single, digital archive, and one for local archives. Mr Markham said
that it was likely there would be a mix of both.
In relation to timescales, Mr Markham told the Forum that once the Bill was approved
there would be 4 years of intensive archaeological work including consultancy work,
which would take up a large proportion of the team’s time and risk resourcing capacity
for the wider growth agenda locally. It was noted that there had been a growth in
agencies in and around the County over the recent past, in preparation for HS2.
7

HER
Ms J Wise explained that the HER Assistant position would hope to address some of the
backlog issues raised by members. The Forum was told that the closing date for the
post was 11 October and interviews would be held on 22 October. Ms Wise asked
Forum members to circulate the vacancy to any interested parties.
In relation to strategic issues, Ms Wise brought members’ attention to a couple of legal
challenges about the provision of environmental information under environmental
information regulations. Ms Wise explained that it was not clear whether HER fell under
these regulations. The Forum was told that Buckinghamshire County Council supplies
information under copyright licence through the reuse of public sector information
regulations and the outcome of a forthcoming legal challenge in East Sussex may affect
our approach in future.
In addition, Ms Wise reported that HS2 Ltd was challenging the Council’s copyright
licencing charges and specialist advice had been sought. The Forum was told that the
outcome may have wider implications in relation to income generation and, as the HER
Assistant was being funded through this, on the team’s ability to plan longterm.
The currency of website information and mapping tools was acknowledged as a concern
and Ms Wise informed the Forum that two pieces of work were being commissioned
from software suppliers to address these issues. It was anticipated that the HER
Assistant when appointed would enable more frequent updates to be made.
Ms Wise was thanked for the work undertaken.
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QUARRENDON LEAS
Mr R Pushman provided the Forum with a history of the project, highlighting particularly
the challenge for the Trust of securing funding, the lost potential in not being entrusted
with the whole of the Council’s green estate, and delays in acquiring land. The Forum
was told that the project had moved on, with the site acquired in April 2015 and a
management plan being implemented by a management committee with members from
a wide range of interested parties.
Mr Pushman told the Forum that currently the project was working on fencing the site;
recruiting volunteer wardens; erecting signs; working with the local school; and
developing a management plan for arable areas and sheep grazing. Mr Pushman also
informed the Forum that an application for approximately £6-7k was being made to the
Stewardship Fund.
In discussions, publicity options, an open day for early summer 2016 and parking &
access issues were raised. A suggestion was made for an autumn workshop to consider
6

the vision for the site.
Mr Pushman was praised for the success to date of the project.
9

SCHEDULED SITE PROPOSALS
Mr S Newell reported that as there was no possibility of all suggested sites being
scheduled, the Forum should prioritise five sites to enable the team to produce detailed
information for Historic England to take forward. The Forum agreed the approach and
full discussions would be held at the next meeting.
Action: Ms Wise to circulate with risk information
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LENBOROUGH COIN HOARD
The Forum was told that 5248 Anglo-Saxon coins had been found in Buckinghamshire in
2014, one of the top three largest hoards found in the country. Mr B Thorn explained
that 21 of the coins were currently on display at the County Museum.
Mr B Thorn advised the Forum that the Lenborough Coin hoard was likely to be declared
treasure by the Coroner and in anticipation, the Museum was looking at raising funds for
a potential purchase. To date over £5k had been pledged and Mr Thorn asked
members to share the information and pass on any contacts that may be interested. It
was noted that Buckingham Old Gaol had pledged a donation of £1000 and that three of
the coins found in the hoard had come from the Buckingham mint.
In answer to questions raised, Mr Thorn confirmed that two independent valuers would
provide a valuation based on information from the British Museum. The local museum
and landowner would have the opportunity to comment on valuations before a final
decision being made by the valuation committee. The Forum was informed that after
this point, the Museum would have four months to raise the money and bid for the
Hoard. Mr Thorn anticipated a six figure sum valuation.
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ADDITIONAL REPORTS: HIGHLIGHTS AND QUESTIONS
It was noted that a report from the Milton Keynes Archaeological Officer would be
presented at the next meeting.
Reports from the County Museum and the National Trust were noted.
Ms Wise confirmed that contact had been made in relation to the Church Archaeology
representatives and reports.
Ms M Breen-Haynes outlined the changes within the AVDC team. It was noted that Ms
A Davies would be leaving the organisation in April 2016 and Ms A MacDonald would be
returning to work 4 days per week in 2016. The Council was looking to see what further
could be done to attract staff.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Ms E Alqassar reported that she and Mr S Kidd had been invited to make a presentation
at the launch of the Solent Thames Archaeology Framework on 28 November in
Reading.
Ms Alqassar also informed the Forum that Heritage England would be starting to charge
for pre-application advice from 12 October.
7

13

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
14 March 2016.

CHAIRMAN

8
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Appendix A: Buckinghamshire Archaeological Officers’ Report
To:
Date:
Authors:

A.

Buckinghamshire Historic Environment Forum
4th March 2016
Senior Archaeology Officer, Archaeology Officer, Historic
Environment Record Officer

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT
1 To advise the Forum of the work of the County Archaeological Service
since the last BHEF meeting.

Report Summary
 The archaeology team engaged with over 13,800 members of the
public through 6 outreach and publicity events.
 A part-time HER Assistant has been appointed and started work at the
end of November.
 HS2 discussions are ongoing.
 Excavation at Dormer Avenue, Wing has recorded Saxon and SaxoNorman features and finds.
 Excavation at Denham Park Farm has recorded a prehistoric kiln,
round houses and pits with activity continuing into the Roman period.
 Evaluation at Thornborough Grounds recorded a Roman farmstead
with a possible building.
 Evaluation at Stoke Hammond has revealed a probable Roman ladder
settlement.
 A watching brief on the Stocklake Road widening works has recorded
Roman period ditches and pits relating to probable settlement edge
activities.
B.

PROPOSED ACTION

2

The Forum is particularly invited to NOTE:

C.



resources



strategic issues and projects



recent planning-related archaeological work



opportunities for future HER enhancement projects

RESOURCES

3 The County’s archaeological service forms part of the Transport Economy
Environment Service’s Environment Team within Environment Services.
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Philip Markham is the Senior Archaeology Officer, Eliza Alqassar is the
Archaeology Officer (part-time), Julia Wise is the HER Officer, Paul
Clements is the HER Assistant (part time) and Simon Newell is the
Environment Team Leader.
Eliza Alqassar now has a permanent part-time post with Historic England
as an Assistant Inspector of Ancient Monuments. Eliza also currently
works two days a week for Bucks County Council. Sarah-Jane Farr left at
the end of December 2015 and Paul Clements started work at the end of
November 2015.
D.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

4

Strategic Issues/Projects
High Speed 2 – The House of Commons Select Committee has now
been completed and there is the option for petitioners to take issues to
the House of Lords Select Committee. We will be going through HS2’s
assurances to see if this would be a worthwhile course of action.
However, each document revision is including track changes that have
requested and the methodology is slowly beginning to resemble
standard practice through the Planning system and the Design Manual
for Roads and Bridges.
We are members of the HS2 Heritage Sub Group and have attended
three meetings since the last BHEF which have covered document
revisions, the Historic Environment Research and Delivery Strategy,
which we will now be able to comment on and burial ground guidance
and legislation. The next heritage Sub Group meeting is set for the 17th
March 2016.
The BCC HS2 team has been in discussion with HS2 Ltd over a
service level agreement covering BCC and the Districts. These
discussions are based the HS2 Information paper C13: Local Authority
Funding and New Burdens arising from HS2. Of the 14 activities which
HS2 will provide funding the historic environment is included or will
have an input in 6 of these. The Environment Team currently has a
service level agreement with HS2 for the provision of information, both
data and spatial and this will probably be included in the more
overarching service level agreement.
HS2 is also overseeing the proposed relocation of the Hillingdon
Outdoor Activity Centre to the Denham Quarry site. This proposal is
outside of the scope of the HS2 Bill and will be undertaken through
normal planning law and guidance.
Strategic Planning – The Minerals Industry Practice Guide is set to be
updated in the near future and we responded to a Historic England
consultation late last year. A Historic England and ALGAO (Association
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of Local Government Archaeological Officers) meeting has been
arranged for the 10th March 2016 to discuss this.
New National Designations – DCMS added 14 buildings to the List
between July and December 2015, all at Grade II: 13 are war
memorials (Aston Clinton, Bishopstone, Chearsley, Cheddington,
Coleshill, Gerrards Cross memorial building, Hardwick, Loudwater,
Marlow, Marsworth, Swanbourne, Weedon, and Wooburn) and the
other is the K6 telephone kiosk at Chenies.

6

Planning related archaeological work
Volume measures
Total number of consultations handled
Number of planning applications
handled
Planning applications responded to
within 21 days (target 90%)
Number of development-related
archaeological fieldwork projects
Success rate at appeal (target 50%
annual success rate)

3rd Quarter 4th Quarter
2015
2015
202
145
123
117
98%

99%

17

23

0 of 0

0 of 0

A full list of development-related fieldwork (July to December 2015) is
provided as Appendix B.
Significant archaeological investigations include:
Dormer Avenue, Wing - This relatively small housing development
site adjacent to the Scheduled castle mound has recorded early Saxon
and Saxo-Norman features and finds related to settlement edge
activities. The features include a sunken floor building (Grubenhaus),
enclosures, probably for stock; and pits, some of which have contained
large pottery vessel sherds. Post-medieval ditches appear to have
followed the same alignment of boundaries laid down in the SaxoNorman period. Foundations Archaeology is undertaking the work and
a report will be produced in due course.
Denham Park Farm – This extensive sand and gravel extraction site
has recorded Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman features and finds.
The Bronze Age features include a hut circle and a possible 6 post
structure; the Iron Age features include a kiln and two hut circles. The
Roman features include part of a possible military enclosure as the
ditch appears to have an ‘ankle breaker’ cut. Archaeological Solutions
are expecting to monitor the next phase of extraction this spring.
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Thornborough Grounds – We requested that this application for a
6.19mw solar farm had a geophysical survey and targeted trial
trenching. The geophysics recorded an Iron Age/Roman farmstead
which was confirmed by archaeological trial trenching. This trenching
recorded the foundations of a possible building within the farmstead.
This area has now been removed from the proposed development
area. We expect the report from APS Archaeology in due course.
Stoke Hammond – Geophysical survey and trial trenching by
Cotswold Archaeology has revealed a probable Roman ladder
settlement, consisting of a series of plots laid out alongside a probable
road or trackway, which is just outside the survey area. The settlement
remains are well-preserved with large numbers of Roman pottery within
them. We have recommended that part of the site be preserved in situ.
Stocklake Road, Aylesbury – Road widening works for BCC were
discussed at an early stage and we requested that a desk based
assessment and an evaluation in the form of a geophysical survey and
trial trenching were undertaken to inform the proposal. The Council’s
consultant undertook the assessment and argued that the road works
could have a watching brief to record any archaeology so that the
evaluation was not required. Following various discussions this was
agreed but it was recognised that this approach could lead to
implications during the construction phase.
Roman features and finds were recorded during the initial stages of the
ground works which would take time to record. Although warned of the
potential issue this had not been recognised and the road building
methodology required that the road cutting was sealed as soon as
possible as a few days of rain would require a new cut. After
negotiations on site and at the BCC offices a methodology was agreed
which would not unduly delay the road cut sealing and the recording of
the archaeology. With luck further road schemes will recognise that
not doing a full evaluation is not necessarily a way to save limited
funds.

7

Publication update (Appendix C)

8

Outreach and Publicity
The archaeology team engaged with over 13,800 members of the
public through various outreach and publicity events. During the
Festival of Archaeology in July, Eliza and Julia produced poster
displays on the Heritage of Langley Park in County Hall and on
Buckingham’s archaeology at Buckingham Old Gaol. Eliza was
involved in organising public open days in September at the
excavations at Mount Pleasant in St Leonards and at the excavations
at Dormer Avenue in Wing, in October. Julia provided leaflets and a

12

poster display on the Historic Towns Project for the Buckinghamshire
Local History Network Conference in September. In November Julia
and Eliza produced a poster display for the launch of the SolentThames Regional Research Frameworks and Eliza gave a
presentation on the contribution made by recent major developments
around Aylesbury at the conference.

9

Historic Environment Record (HER) report
The HER performance indicator statistics are shown in the tables
below:
Performance Indicator
3rd Quarter 4th Quarter
2015
2015
Reports
=
52
Reports = 40
Historic Environment Records data
Collect
=
518
Collect
= 518
inputting backlog
Total = 570
Total = 558
(targets: reports < 30 by March 2015)
Volume measures
Number of Countryside Stewardship
applications handled
Number of reports received by the
HER
Number of Historic Environment
Records enquiries handled:
commercial
non-commercial

3rd Quarter 4th Quarter
2015
2015
24
13
29

10

23
5

29
11

Staffing
Paul Clements started work as HER Assistant on 30th November and
has been making rapid progress in reducing the report backlog and
helping deal with HER enquiries. Although part-time (he works three
days a week for the HER) there have been additional benefits in
reducing the amount of unpaid overtime that the HER Officer is working
and in reduced stress levels. Paul’s current contract is to the end of
March but the intention is to extend his contract next financial year,
subject to HER income generation.
HER data provision
At the last meeting we reported on possible challenges to the current
HER charging policy and data supply provisions. The Local
Government Association is investigating the implications of the EU
Court of Justice ruling on Environmental Information Regulation
charges and will be issuing advice and ALGAO (the Association of
Local Government Archaeological Officers) will also be issuing a new
advice note for HERs. We have recently received QC’s legal opinion
on the HS2 Ltd challenge but need further clarification on a number of
the points raised.

13

IT and website
The HER database was migrated to the latest version of the HBSMR
and ArcMap GIS software in September. Due to corporate IT server
moves taking precedence, it hasn’t been possible to timetable the
planned HER development work reported at the last meeting, or
website uploads to Unlocking Buckinghamshire’s Past but these are
now the top priority for the HER.
HER enhancement and volunteer projects
Progress is still being made by one of the HER volunteers on the
milestones project. The other regular volunteer has been off for much
of the year due to a health issue but is expecting to be able to return
soon.
The Buckinghamshire Gardens Trust Research and Recording Project
is good progress with 19 reports completed, 7 in final draft and work
underway on a further 9 gardens. A second group of volunteers has
been recruited and trained over the autumn and winter and are actively
researching two gardens. The partnership with the Buckinghamshire
Gardens Trust has had additional benefits as they have been able to
produce detailed research (at very short notice) on Richings Park in
Iver that has been invaluable in supporting the County Council’s case
for more robust mitigation measures at the recent public enquiry into
the Highways Agency’s proposals for upgrading the M4.
The Buckinghamshire HER is one of two HERs involved in piloting
Historic England’s the ‘Enhancing the List’ project by adding images
and additional information to the National Heritage List for England. .
We are simply flagging up where additional information is held by the
HER and adding a hyperlink to the relevant entry in ‘Unlocking
Buckinghamshire’s Past’. If the pilot is successful, the intention is to
extend the project, allowing other groups and members of the public to
add content to the online list. In most cases this will have to be
validated before publication, however we have ‘Trusted Partner’ status
which means our contributions are not validated.
Partnership working with the Chilterns Conservation Board on drafting
proposals for an AONB Hillforts project has been successful with the
HLF awarding a grant of £50,000 to develop a detailed project design
for a 4-year £745,000 ‘Beacons of the Past – Hillforts in the Chilterns
Landscape’ project. The Conservation Board is also keen for the
Archaeology team to be actively involved in developing future HLF
grant funded heritage and conservation project bids.
The hillforts project will include using remote sensing LiDAR surveys to
identify possible new hillfort sites hidden beneath woodland in the
AONB and associated monuments such as contemporary field
systems, farmsteads or trackways. The Archaeology team would also
like to be able to acquire and use LIDAR datasets to enhance the HER,
perhaps as part of a wider aerial photographic or remote sensing
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project in partnership with Historic England. Phil has made an initial
approach to Historic England, but we would very much appreciate the
backing of the BHEF Committee for such a project before seeking
external funding sources. It hasn’t been possible to organise in
advance of the March meeting, but we thought the committee might
like us to arrange a short presentation on LiDAR, perhaps with some
examples from neighbouring counties, for the next committee meeting.

E.

BACKGROUND PAPERS
1. Archaeological Reports submitted to the Bucks HER

CONTACT OFFICERS: PHILIP MARKHAM 01296 382705,
ELIZA ALQASSAR 01296 383798, JULIA WISE 01296 382072
AND PAUL CLEMENTS 01296 382624
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Appendix B: Development-related Archaeological Fieldwork in Buckinghamshire July – December 2015
Project Type
July 2015
Stewkley, 66 High Street North
Bierton with Broughton, Land East of
Aylesbury
Slapton, Slapton Lock Marina
Pitstone, Rushendon Furlong and Glebe
Close
Pitstone, Land off Vicarage Road
Burnham, East Burnham Quarry
Nash, Barn 2, Wood End Farm

Type

Contractor

Results

Report to HER

17

Middle Iron |Age field system, poss. Settlement close bye

Yes

Oxford
KDK

Negative

No
No

Evaluation
Evaluation
Evaluation
Building recording

Cotswold
Cotswold
Wessex
Albion Archaeology

Ditches & pits
Negative
Medieval – post medieval field boundaries
No info

No
No
No
No

August 2015
Stoke Hammond, Land East of Fenny Road
Aston Clinton, Anaerobic Digester Plant

Evaluation
Evaluation

Archaeology Collective
MOLA

No
Yes

Broughton, Manor Farm
Bierton, Land off Barnett Way
Long Crendon, Land off Chilton Road
Aston Clinton, Olleco

Evaluation
Evaluation
Evaluation
Evaluation

CgMs/Wessex
Albion
Cotswold/CgMs
Prospect/MOLA

Long Crendon, Madges Farm
Denham 4C
Haddenham, Gordon Cottage

Evaluation
Strip and record
Strip and record

TVAS
Wessex
Network Archaeology

Roman ladder settlement enclosures
Negative
1 Neolithic pit, 1 Bronze Age pit & undated
ditches
Iron Age Trackway
Hillfort Confirmed
Site partially disturbed - stripped/concrete
Iron Age Enclosure & ditches + medieval
features
Field boundary
Field work completed

September 2015
Stoke Mandeville, Land at Lower Road
Stoke Mandeville, Land east of Lower Road
Buckingham, Nursery bungalow, West Street
Cheddington, Leeches Way
Denham, North Extension
Grendon Underwood, Minstrel Cottage
Wing, Dormer Avenue
High Wycombe, Gomm Valley
Edlesborough, Edlesborough Church
Aylesbury, St Louis Catholic Primary School
High Wycombe, Gomm Valley

Geophysics
Geophysics
Evaluation
Evaluation
Geophysics
Test pits
Excavation
Evaluation
Watching brief
Watching brief
Evaluation

GSB
GSB
MoLA Northants
MoLA Northants
Wessex
Icknield Archaeology
Foundations Archaeology
Hyder Consulting
KDK Archaeology
AS Contracts
Hyder Consulting

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

Aylesbury, Old County Offices, Walton Street
Denham Park Farm
Land at Thornborough Grounds
Wexham, George Green

Watching brief
Strip & record
Evaluation
Strip & record

JMHS
AS Contracts
APS
TVAS

Amersham, North of High Street

Geophysics

CgMs/Archaeophysica

Various linears to be evaluated
Various linears to be evaluated
Made ground/negative?
Neg?
Evaluation to be undertaken
Med or post-med cobbled yard surface
Saxon/med ditches and pits
A potential Iron Age/Roman rural site
Disarticulated human skeletal remains (reburial)
No info
Some late IA occupation evidence
Victorian wood shuttered brick culvert & 1930s
pit
Prehistoric kiln, poss round house, pits, linears
RB farmstead with poss building
Field work completed
Resistivity done in 2 areas. Magnetometer tbc
date

October 2015
Pitstone, Vicarage Road
Stewkley, Land off Dean Road
Eaton Leys
Eaton Leys
Old Chapel Bryants Bottom
Taplow, St Regis
Wing, Dormer Avenue

Evaluation
Watching brief
Field Walking
Resistivity
Building Recording
Strip &record
Excavation

Cotswold
Network
CgMs/MOLA
CgMs/MOLA
CFA
WSP/AOC
Foundations Archaeology

Negative
Report being rewritten
Roman pottery spread in north & central areas
Little further info.
completed
Continuing in phases – negative so far
Saxon/med ditches and pits

No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No

Evaluation

Cotswold

Strip and record
Evaluation

No
No
Yes
Yes
No
No
No

No
No
No
No
No
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November 2015
Prospect Farm Drayton Parslow
Luffield Abbey, Silverstone
Whitchurch, 34 Oving Road
Chalfont St Peter, Holy Cross Grange
Wing, Dormer Avenue
Foscote Road Maids Moreton

Evaluation
Evaluation
Strip & record
Building recording
Excavation
Evaluation

Border Archaeology
Terrance O'Rouke
KDK
Wessex Archaeology
Foundations Archaeology
Allen Archaeology

Land Rear of 27 High Street Wendover
Gerrards Cross Golf Course
Land east of Stewkley

Evaluation
Geophysics
Geophysics

Network
Headland Archaeology
Headland Archaeology

Negative
Negative
Burnt area & undated pit
Ephemeral ditches & basement
Saxon/med ditches and pits
Roman rural settlement
Neolithic flint artefacts in buried soil + residual
Saxon pottery
Results to be evaluated
No info

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

December 2015
No new field work started, some sites continuing
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Abbreviations: AA = Albion Archaeology; AOC = AOC Archaeology; APS = Archaeological Project Services; AS = Archaeological Solutions; ASE = Archaeology South-East; CA = Chiltern Archaeology;
CAT = Cotswold Archaeology; CFA = CFA Archaeology; FA = Foundations Archaeology; GSB = Geophysical Surveys of Bradford; JMHS = John Moore Heritage Services; MOLA = Museum of London
Archaeology, Northampton; Network = Network Archaeology; OA = Oxford Archaeology; OA East = Oxford Archaeology East; PG = Pre-construct Geophysics; TVAS = Thames Valley Archaeological
Services; ULAS = University of Leicester Archaeological Service; Wessex = Wessex Archaeology; WYAS = West Yorkshire Archaeological Service

Appendix C: List of major archaeological excavation projects at the post excavation stage (March 2016)
Site

Aston Clinton,
Arla Dairy

Archaeological
Contractor
(Date fieldwork
completed)
Northamptonshire
Archaeology
(2012)

Local
Planning
Authority

Principal
Situation
Archaeological
Interest

Action required

AVDC

Roman
settlement

Monitor to
publication.
Possible BAR
Series publication.

Bronze Age
and Saxon to
Medieval
settlement

Bierton, 80
Aylesbury Road

Network
Archaeology
(2004)

AVDC

Medieval
boundaries and
prehistoric
crouched
inhumation

Chesham,
Sainsbury’s sites

Lindsey
Archaeological
Services (1998)

Chiltern DC

Medieval/Postmedieval urban
tannery

Denham, Former

MoLAS (2005)

South Bucks

In-situ Early

Draft report submitted to
Records of Bucks. LAS
gone out of business.
Discussed publication of
summary March 2009.
Post-excavation

None - Archive held
at County Museum
but planning case
not recoverable.

Pursued contractor
August 2015.
Network claim that
AVDC discharged
the full condition
prior to start of
post-ex work.
Client not willing to
pay for report.
Uncertain – may be
irrecoverable.

Continue to pursue

Agenda Item 5

Tempus
AVDC
Reparatum (1996)
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Bierton, Church
Farm

Post-excavation
assessment received
August 2013. Consultant
pursued February, May
and July 2015. Report
received 28th August
2015.
Contractor bankrupt.
Developer unwilling to
take responsibility.
Planning enforcement
case referred to AVDC
but no progress.
AVDC requested to
initiate enforcement
action (March 2007).
November 2014 AVDC
advised planning case
not recoverable.

Appendix 2

Site

Archaeological
Contractor
(Date fieldwork
completed)

Sanderson Site

Local
Planning
Authority

Principal
Situation
Archaeological
Interest

Action required

DC

Mesolithic
occupation site
and
environmental
deposits

and monitor to
publication.

Bucks CC

Bronze Age
and RomanoBritish field
systems and
bustum burials
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Cotswold
Archaeology
(2014-15)

Denham, The
Lea Quarry

Cotswold
Archaeology
(2010)

assessment & updated
project design agreed
but no progress and new
developer querying Px
requirement. Requested
SBDC support on
seeking compliance July
2009, February 2011
and May 2014. Meeting
with SBDC, applicant
and Cotswold held on
18th November 2014,
further fieldwork at site
completed April 2015.
Cotswold Archaeology
may undertake postexcavation publication
for whole site.
Post excavation
assessment due July
2011. Informed in Sept
2012 that developer not
commissioned PX work.
Highlighted to BCC
planning Sept 2013 &
Planning Compliance
Notice issued Dec 2013.
Thames Valley
Archaeological Services
commissioned to publish

Continue to pursue
through BCC
planning.

Site

Archaeological
Contractor
(Date fieldwork
completed)

Local
Planning
Authority

Principal
Situation
Archaeological
Interest

Oxford
Archaeology

Bucks CC

Multi-period
sites

Great
Missenden, Bury
Farm

Network
Archaeology
(2002)

Chiltern DC

Medieval moat
and pottery
production.
Post-medieval
barns.
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Dorney Rowing
Lake &
Maidenhead
Windsor and
Eton Flood Relief
Scheme

report and archive all
supplied by Cotswold in
January 2015.
Draft publication reports
received and agreed
November 2012.
Second volume (of 3)
formally published
December 2013.
Environment Agency
pursued April 2014.
Contractor pursued
August 2015 – expected
final volume publication
March 2016.
Report received by HER
and comments sent
November 2009

Action required

Monitor progress
with publication and
deposition of
archive.

Pursue agreed
publication of
summary in
Records of Bucks.
Pursued contractor
August 2015…They
will look into why
this has not yet
happened.

Site

Princes
Risborough,
Whiteleaf Hill

Archaeological
Contractor
(Date fieldwork
completed)
Oxford
Archaeology
(2006)

Taplow, Berry Hill Wessex
Farm
Archaeology
22

Local
Planning
Authority

Principal
Situation
Archaeological
Interest

Action required

Non-planning
HLF project
with BCC as
client

Re-excavation
and restoration
of scheduled
Neolithic oval
barrow

Pursue with
contractor.

Bucks CC

Early Iron Age
and Roman
boundaries

Partly published in
Records of
Buckinghamshire 2007.
Proposed publication in
PPS – progress
uncertain.
Client raised with
contractor in 2014.
Oxford Archaeology
pursued November 2015
(informally).
HER reports submitted.
Further mineral
extraction consented.
Fieldwork ongoing,
2015.

Work to date only
merits illustrated
summary report.
May be appropriate
to combine with any
further
investigation.
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Report on the Emergency Recording Fund
The five Councils within Buckinghamshire and Buckinghamshire Archaeological
Society were approached in September 2015 for contributions to top-up the fund to
£10,000, as detailed in Table 1. Wycombe, Chiltern and South Bucks District
Councils have all pledged contributions and invoices will be sent before the end of
March 2016. Buckinghamshire County Council will also contribute to the fund if all
other parties agree to contribute.
The actual level of the fund is currently c. £2000, which is inadequate should an
emergency recording situation arise. An additional £1600 has been pledged
bringing the total to £3600. We are still seeking top up contributions from Aylesbury
Vale District Council, Milton Keynes Council and Bucks Archaeological Society.
Contributions will then revert to the usual amounts, detailed in Table 2 below.
Table 1. Proposed top up contribution of each authority
%
Contribution

£ Contribution

Aylesbury Vale District Council

20%

£1,600

Buckinghamshire Archaeological
Society

5%

£400

Buckinghamshire County Council

40%

£3200

Chiltern District Council

5%

£400

Milton Keynes Council

15%

£1200

South Bucks District Council

5%

£400

Wycombe District Council

10%

£800

Table 2. Size and usual annual contribution of each authority (as agreed in 2001)
Area %
(km2) Contribution

£ Contribution
(2013/14)

Aylesbury Vale District Council

903

20%

£200.00

Buckinghamshire Archaeological
Society

n/a

5%

£50.00

Buckinghamshire County Council

1564

40%

£400.00

196

5%

£50.00

Chiltern District Council
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Milton Keynes Council

309

15%

£150.00

South Bucks District Council

141

5%

£50.00

Wycombe District Council

325

10%

£100.00

The purpose of the fund is to enable the emergency recording of important
archaeological remains (including above and below ground features, artefacts and
associated environmental deposits) which are unavoidably under imminent threat of
significant damage or destruction without adequate provision for their recording. The
fund covers the administrative areas of Aylesbury Vale District Council, Chiltern
District Council, Milton Keynes Council, South Bucks District Council and Wycombe
District Council.

Eliza Alqassar
02/03/2016
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Priorities for Future National Heritage Designations in Buckinghamshire
To:
Date:
Author:

Buckinghamshire Historic Environment Forum
4th March 2016
Historic Environment Record Officer

A.

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1

To advise the Forum of proposed candidate sites for national heritage
designations.

Report Summary


The County Council is intending to request Historic England take a short list of
sites forward for national designation

B.

PROPOSED ACTION

2

The Forum is invited to AGREE on a prioritised list of candidate sites

C.

RESOURCES

3

There are not expected to be resource implications other than staff time
D.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Background:
Members will remember that a long list of possible candidate sites for future
national designation has been tabled at previous meetings, and that at the last
meeting it was agreed that these should be presented as a paper for further
discussion at this meeting. The intention is that a shortlist or prioritised list will
be agreed and that these will be sent to Historic England for action.
In November Historic England’s Designation Team Leader confirmed that a
potential project for Buckinghamshire was possible in 2016-17 and that a
meeting will be arranged once their programme for next year is finalised. This
should be imminent.
Members are asked to consider the following
 Are there significant omissions?
 Should any sites be dropped from the list? If so, why?
 How should we prioritise the eventual short-list?
Draft Long-List of Prospective New/Reviewed Sites for Scheduling
(in no particular order):

Site
Pullingshill Wood,
Medmenham

District
Wycombe

Description
WW1 practice trench
earthworks

25

Justification/Comments
Well preserved earthworks in
accessible woodland, best

example in Bucks with local
interest and interpretation.
Within AONB.
Owned by Woodland Trust.
Example of distinctive Chiltern
dispersed medieval woodland
settlement.
Within AONB.

Warren Wood, Little
Marlow

Wycombe

Medieval earthwork
enclosures in woodland

Low Grounds, Marlow

Wycombe

Three ring ditches with
associated ?mortuary
enclosures and Neolithic
settlement on former
Thames island.

Significant group of
monuments.
Cropmarks and plough
truncated buried remains
mainly under arable defined by
evaluation.
Threats from flood alleviation
scheme and cultivation.

Dorney Rowing Lake

South
Bucks

Triple ring ditch under

Quarrendon I & II

Aylesbury
Vale

Deserted medieval
settlements and Tudor
mansion/garden
earthworks

Quarrendon III

Aylesbury
Vale

Deserted medieval
hamlet and moat
earthworks

Fleet
Marston/Berryfields

Aylesbury
Vale

Roman roadside
settlement

Boarstall Duck Decoy

Extant duck decoy

Boarstall Tower and
village

Aylesbury
Vale
Aylesbury
Vale

Stoke Mandeville Old
Church

Aylesbury
Vale

Lillingstone Lovell
Bourton Grounds,
Buckingham

Aylesbury
Vale
Aylesbury
Vale

Ruined medieval church
and churchyard with
adjacent earthworks
Manorial earthworks in
village
Romano-Celtic Temple

Evident significance as a
complex monument.
Well managed and interpreted
in public location.
REVISE SM 1013416 existing
out of date schedule description
and extend to include adjacent
associated features.
Outstanding exemplar site
under major development
pressure in its immediate
surroundings
Significant for group value with
Quarrendon I and II.
Longer term risk wrt expansion
of Aylesbury?
Extensive plough-truncated
polyfocal Roman settlement.
Major threats from development
and HS2.
National exemplar.
National Trust property
REVISE SM 1006921 to extend
existing village schedule.
Tower is listed.
National exemplar as earliest
map of an English village.
National Trust property.
On HS2 route.

Yewden Villa

Wycombe

reconstructed mound
adjacent to Rowing Lake

Fortified medieval
gatehouse, moat, village
earthworks and pottery
production. ECW siege.

Roman villa complex
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Survey by Leicester University
Whittlewood Project
Important site excavated in
1960s, current condition
uncertain and would benefit
from geophysical survey for
context.
Associated with scheduled
Roman barrows.
REVISE SM 1014606 to reflect
recent survey (Jill Eyers).

Cadmore End Kiln, Lane
End

Wycombe

Ruined C19th/20th brick
kiln

Taplow Court

South
Bucks

Late Bronze Age/Iron
Age hillfort with high
status Saxon reoccupation

Chenies Bottom

Chiltern

19 century water
meadow earthworks

The Rye, High
Wycombe

Wycombe

Roman villa

Jenkins Wood, Great
Missenden

Chiltern

Medieval earthwork in
woodland

Dorney Reach

South
Bucks
Aylesbury
Vale

Neolithic oval barrow

Moated Site 330m
South East of Manor
Farm. Broughton Farm,
Weston Turville
Common Wood, Penn

Chiltern

th

Medieval moat with
associated ridge and
furrow and house
platforms
Roman enclosure
earthwork in woodland

Within AONB
Exemplar of Chiltern brickworks,
other kiln is listed
Within AONB
REVISE 1014781: major
extension of existing scheduled
barrow to encompass hillfort
discovered in 1999. Evident
national significance.
Best example in
Buckinghamshire.
Nature Reserve belonging to
Middlesex Wildlife Trust
Villa built on but new building
complex recently identified by
aerial photography.
Wycombe District Council pool
and playing fields.
Close to HS2
Within AONB
Associated with South Heath
SM and Potter Row pottery
production
Levelled site known from
cropmark and geophysics
REVISE SM 1017518 to include
earthworks around the existing
scheduled moat.
Development threat
Very rare survival of Roman
earthwork in Bucks.
Within AONB

Additional Proposals for National Designation as Listed Buildings and
Registered Parks and Gardens:
Following the public enquiry into the Highway Agency’s M4 ‘Smart Motorway’
proposals, Buckinghamshire County Council has undertaken to submit a
request to Historic England to consider Richings Park for inclusion on the
Register of Historic Parks and Gardens. In addition some of the associated
buildings and garden structures (the former service wing and stables, an
icehouse, and two bridges) are considered to be of sufficient quality to merit
listing.
E.

BACKGROUND PAPERS
1. Information on specific sites held on the Buckinghamshire HER

CONTACT OFFICER: JULIA WISE 01296 382072
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t
Bucks Historic Environment Forum meeting
14th March 2016
National Trust report
Bradenham
With the assistance of the Risborough Countryside group the National Trust has
been excavating and recording an exceptionally well-preserved ‘bloomery’ or iron
smelting furnace in one of the ploughed fields at Bradenham near the Clare Charity
Centre. This consists of a clay-lined shaft extending to a depth of 0.7m set within a
larger pit which was used for tapping slag from the bottom of the furnace. The shaft
shows evidence of several episodes of firing. 160 kg of slag has been recovered from
the excavations, together with several sherds of pot dating from the 1st or 2nd
centuries AD. We hope to be obtain more accurate dating via radio carbon dating of
charcoal samples.
Stowe
Recent excavations (actually undertaken with a carefully guided JCB bucket!) have
successfully unearthed evidence for gravel paths in the area known as the ‘Western
Garden’ linking Queen Caroline’s Monument with the east Boycott Pavilion. As with
so many of the historic 18th century paths at Stowe the evidence consists of a bright
yellow sandy gravel derived from quarry pits on the edge of the estate, laid to a width
averaging 3.3m. Where it survives in-situ, as is the case with the Western Garden, it
is possible to precisely relocate the path on its original alignment, though usually
20cms above its original height once the build up of later topsoil has been taken into
account. These evaluation excavations usually throw up a few surprises and the
Western Garden has proved no exception as we have found a mortared stone base
beside Queen Caroline which probably marks the site of one of the British Worthies
statues before they were relocated in the 1730s. Several stone, brick and clay drains
have also turned up, suggesting problems of waterlogging were just as common in
the mid 18th century as they are now. Unfortunately we have been unsuccessful in
finding the stone base for a statue group known as the Roman Wrestlers but a wider
spread of gravel coming off the main path probably suggests a gravel terrace created
around this feature.
Current restoration projects at Stowe include the recreation of the early 19th century
Coade stone Gothic Cross in the Elysian Fields and recreating the Circle of Dancing
Faun with its attendant shepherds and shepherdesses in the Grecian Valley. This is
part of a wider project to tackle 50 outstanding restoration projects within the
gardens.
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Cliveden
We have carried on employing the services of Oxford Archaeology to maintain a
watching brief over repairs to the South Terrace at Cliveden. A key discovery has
been a pair of inclined arches ascending from the roof of the sounding chamber
under the terrace – we think these were probably light wells running under the south
wall of the mansion to the sounding chamber. Restoration of the central staircase to
the terrace was completed in December 2015. Major works proposed for 2016 are to
dig up and renew the drainage on the top of the terrace. This will involve excavating
a drainage run below the terrace where we know from previous excavations that
there are substantial brick foundations, possibly for an earlier mansion. The services
of Oxford Archaeology will be retained for this work.
Another current Cliveden project is the restoration of the 1890s generator house at
Cliveden. Unfortunately the interior was stripped of steam generator sets and
dynamos, probably in the 1950s, however, the recent clearance of the interior
(generously assisted by members of Bucks Archaeological Society) has led to the
recovery of parts of the original glass cell batteries and parts of the large marble
screen on which the switch gear was mounted. The Trust are still considering options
for the long term use of the generator house but public access will be an important
consideration. Current proposals are that it could be used as a classroom or study
base or exhibition space.
Gary Marshall
National Trust Archaeologist 8/3/2016
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