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38.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. W Matthews, Cllr. L Sullivan, Andrew Smith
and Carol Gibson.

39.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 2018 were agreed as an accurate record.

40.

PROGRESS FROM PINEWOOD
Kathryn Donovan, Group Community Liaison, Pinewood Studios provided an update on the
progress of Phase 2 of the development works at Pinewood. The Group were advised that Sir
Robert McAlpine had been appointed as the preferred contractor for the works in February
2018 and that a detailed design programme was in development.
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Representatives from Sir Robert McAlpine delivered a presentation to the Group which
covered the following key points:






41.

The development would consist of 5 sound stages over 3 buildings, with associated
workshops, welfare blocks and landscaping as per the approved plans. Detailed
designs and a final work programme were in development; however it was expected
that construction works would begin in summer 2018 and last until summer 2019.
It was proposed that a temporary entrance to the site be opened which would
separate construction vehicles from everyday Pinewood traffic to mitigate the effect
on the surrounding areas. A Traffic Management Plan would be produced with the
aim of alleviating pressure on surrounding roads as far as possible. The gap used to
create the entrance would be covered by a bund following the end of the
construction works.
As part of the development works, Sir Robert McAlpine would be working with
Pinewood to deliver a community engagement programme with the aim of enhancing
the local area. The contractors would look to re-establish links made during Phase 1
of the works, including with local schools and youth organisations, and would be
looking to offer apprenticeships and jobs for local workers. A communication plan
was in development to ensure that the local community are forewarned in advance of
new works. It was recommended that Nextdoor be used to notify residents as it had
been an effective tool in the past.

ECOLOGICAL SURVEY RESULTS
As part of the presentation, Zoe Webb, from Pinewood’s ecological consultants Arup, gave an
update on Phase 1 monitoring which covered the following points:






Badger and reptile activity had been recorded at slightly increased levels. The bat
roost in Saul’s Farm was still in position and bat activity would continue to be
monitored.
New species of Birds had been attracted to the site, and the green roofs had been
particularly successful. Deer and muntjac activity had also been recorded at the
perimeter of the site.
In 2018, badger, bat, reptile and bird activity would continue to be monitored as well
as habitats and green roofs. A pre-construction survey of the Phase 2 site had been
carried out in February 2018, and Arup would continue to provide ecology advice to
the contractors throughout the works.

The Group requested that more detailed findings from the survey be circulated. It was noted
that an ecological assessment of the site comparing levels from before the commencement
of works in 2014 could only be produced after the completion of Phase 2, as this would allow
data from the whole site to be assessed.
ACTION: Pinewood to circulate a summary of the ecological survey findings when
available.
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UPDATE FROM TRAFFIC DATA FINDINGS
Matthew Wright, Development and Planning Surveyor, Pinewood Studios, gave an update on
plans for highways improvement works covered by the Section 106 agreement. The Group
were informed that Pinewood had submitted a draft report to Bucks County Council and
discussions were ongoing to agree a programme to take a report to BCC Cabinet for a
decision on a preferred option. The Group were pleased to note that BCC were now
considering the Sevenhills Road proposal, as well as the Five Points Roundabout option. It
was advised that a timescale for delivering the works would be agreed once a decision had
been made, but it was unlikely that highways works would be completed before the
completion of Phase 2 development works at Pinewood.

43.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
In response to a question raised over weed growth problems, it was advised that an action
plan for proactive management of weed growth and ragwort by the operations team would
be produced.
ACTION: Pinewood to circulate an action plan setting out how weed growth and
ragwort will be managed.
The Group were advised that lighting issues had been addressed, however it was requested
that lighting installed as part of Phase 2 works be designed to limit the effect on nearby
residents. Pinewood advised that a detailed design summary for Phase 2 works would be
presented at a future meeting, with a focus on aspects which will have an impact on local
residents.
It was noted that monitoring had not yet begun on the attenuation ponds due to concerns
over the cost and security of equipment placed outside the boundary of the site.

44.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
There were no items requested in addition to the standing progress update from Pinewood
Studios.

45.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting would be arranged by Democratic Services and circulated to
the group via email.

The meeting terminated at 7.01 pm
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Introduction

In line with the commitments made by Pinewood Studios in the Ecological Management and
Monitoring Plan (EcMP)1, submitted as part of the Pinewood Studios Development Framework
(PSDF) planning application, monitoring of newly created and enhanced habitats and newly
installed ecological features within the Phase 1 area was undertaken in 2017. The site was surveyed
five times; in April, May, June, August and October 2017. Following this, a meeting was held with
the Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC) Ecologist to discuss the results of the monitoring and
the programme going forwards.
The monitoring process is dynamic, with the results feeding into the management regime of the site
as the surveys progress, allowing the opportunity for any issues to be identified and rectified early
on.

2

2017 Monitoring Results

2.1

Species

Badger
Evidence of badger activity has been recorded during monitoring surveys and setts identified
previously, in the vicinity of the Phase 1 area, remained active. Several holes, previously recorded
as disused, had also come back into use.

Bats
Inspections of artificial bat boxes, positioned on mature trees along the Sevenhills Road tree
corridor in June 2016, were undertaken in October 2017. Of the nine boxes identified, two were
inspected as access constraints prevented the remaining seven from being inspected. No field signs,
such as staining or external droppings were present (sometimes found on the outside of boxes
around the entrance point) and it was concluded that the boxes may not yet have been occupied.
This is not unexpected as the bat boxes had been in place for only one full season and bats may take
some time to locate and start to use boxes.

Birds
Common passerine species such as robin, wren and blue tit were recorded across the survey area,
with key areas of bird activity being along the Sevenhills Road tree corridor, the perimeter of The
Clump, and the radial hedgerows and treelines through the Phase 1 area.
The following species were recorded as nesting within the monitoring survey area:
1
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Mallard;



Skylark;



Tufted duck;



Blackcap;



Green woodpecker;



Wren;



Magpie;



Robin; and



Blue tit;



Dunnock.

253385-07

Chiffchaff, great tit, long-tailed tit, starling and swift were also recorded within the survey area but
not enough evidence was observed to conclude whether these species were breeding.
The two ponds created as part of the Phase 1 development proved attractive for waterfowl species
with mallard and tufted duck both breeding in the habitat surrounding the southern pond. These
species have not been recorded within the survey area previously. The northern pond has proved a
successful foraging resource but was not used as nesting habitat for any bird species. It is thought
that this is because the vegetation has not developed as quickly as that around the southern pond so
does not offer as much protection from predation.

Reptiles
The bund created along Pinewood Road has established well and is now considered suitable reptile
habitat. It offers features suitable for active and hibernating reptiles. Two adult common lizard (a
male and a female) were recorded along the Phase1/Phase 2 boundary fence. Historical surveys
indicated that the reptile population on site was focussed around The Clump. therefore these initial
results could suggest that the reptile population has become more widespread across the site.

2.2

Green Roofs

Five biodiverse green roofs were installed as part of the Phase 1 development. These had been
specifically designed for ground-nesting birds in order to mitigate for the loss of open areas of
grassland as a result of the Phase 1 development. The condition of each roof was monitored
regularly throughout 2017 through assessment of the vegetation and bird and invertebrate
assemblages using the roofs.
Initially, all the roofs were seeded with the same species mix, but through natural colonisation, each
has developed slightly differently, providing a suitable environment for birds, particularly skylark,
and a range of invertebrate species. Roofs 3, 4 and 5 developed with a more meadow-like in nature,
with a greater proportion of grass species, compared to roofs 1 and 2, which are becoming
dominated by more vigorous species (such as sow thistle).
A range of bird species have been recorded using the green roofs for foraging and nesting. Of key
importance is the confirmation that two of the roofs supported nesting skylark during the breeding
season. In addition, during the August and October surveys, more skylark were showing interest in
all five roofs.
Pied wagtail were recorded on at least one of the green roofs during every monitoring visit. Pairs
and groups of between three and five individuals were regularly recorded on all the roofs.
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During the survey in April, wheatears were recorded on two roofs, so it is thought likely that these
were on spring passage through the area.
During the August and October monitoring surveys, a flock of approximately 20 linnet were flushed
from roof three and roof two respectively. It is thought likely that these birds were feeding on seeds
on the roofs.
During the August monitoring survey, one adult and two juvenile goldfinches were recorded on
roof one, with pairs and small groups also recorded on roof one and roof three.
During the October monitoring survey, pairs of meadow pipit were recorded on roofs one, two and
four.
A red kite was also recorded on several occasions soaring over the roofs.
All the roofs have attracted a range of invertebrate species. Honey bees and bumble bees were
regularly recorded on all roofs, as were large white, common blue and red admiral butterflies.
Ground beetles, hoverflies, ladybirds and spiders were also amongst the more commonly occurring
invertebrates on the roofs.

2.3

Habitats and Features

Generally the newly-created and enhanced habitats, including the two ponds, have established well;
however, some saplings and hedging plants have failed, particularly within the central hedgerow
and the hedgerow along the northern boundary of Phase 1 in F8. In some instances, particularly in
the planted woodland between Sevenhills Road and the northern pond, the taller saplings require
additional staking. It should be noted that some level of planting failure would be expected within
any landscaping scheme, so these observations are not necessarily unanticipated.
The ponds have established well and surveys indicate that they are becoming successful ecological
resources. Egyptian geese, ruddy darter and black-tailed skimmer dragonfly, and common blue
butterfly have all been recorded on site in association with these ponds and mallards and tufted duck
nested on the banks of the southern pond in 2017.

2.4

Ad Hoc Observations

Roe deer and Muntjac deer prints were recorded between the Phase 1 boundary fence and The
Clump and around the southern pond. During the survey in August, a roe deer buck was observed in
F10, close to the southern pond

3

2018 Monitoring

Following the completion of the 2017 monitoring programme, a list of recommendations relating to
the management of habitats and features has been provided to Pinewood Studios in order to enhance
the potential of these habitats and features to support biodiversity.
In accordance with the EcMP, Year 2 of the monitoring of the Phase 1 area commenced in April
2018. These will be reported on in December 2018 and a follow-up meeting held with the BCC
Ecologist.
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Photographs

Photograph 1: April 2017 – a mallard family photographed on the southern pond. This photograph was taken
approximately one year after the pond was created.

Photograph 2: May 2017 – demonstrating the vegetation growth around the southern pond and the ongoing
presence of nesting birds (mallard family pictured in the background).
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Photograph 3: October 2017 – the northern pond. Photograph taken approximately 1.5 years after the pond
was created.

Photograph 4: October 2017 – the northern bank of the northern pond showing the tree planting
along the outer edge to enhance the Sevenhills Road tree corridor.
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Photograph 5 (above) and Photograph 6 (below): photographs taken on the green roofs in May 2017, under a
year after they were seeded.
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Photograph 7 (above) and Photograph 8 (below): photographs taken of the log piles and surrounding
vegetation on the green roofs in October 2017. The range of habitat types can also be seen with some more
tussocky areas and some barer substrate patches, which give rise to a more diverse species assemblage.
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Photograph 9: May 2018 – a skylark nest on one of the green roofs, in amongst the tussocky vegetation.
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