Amersham & Villages Community Board agenda
Date:

Thursday 30 September 2021

Time:

6.30 pm
MS Teams Virtual Meeting

Venue:

Click here to join the meeting

Webcasting notice
Please note: this meeting may be filmed for live or subsequent broadcast via the council's
website. At the start of the meeting the chairman will confirm if all or part of the meeting is
being filmed.
You should be aware that the council is a data controller under the Data Protection Act.
Data collected during this webcast will be retained in accordance with the council’s
published policy.
Therefore by entering the meeting room, you are consenting to being filmed and to the
possible use of those images and sound recordings for webcasting and/or training purposes.
If members of the public do not wish to have their image captured they should ask the
committee clerk, who will advise where to sit.
If you have any queries regarding this, please contact the monitoring officer at
monitoringofficer@buckinghamshire.gov.uk.
Agenda Item
1

Chairman’s Welcome

2

Notes from the last meeting

3

Declarations of Interest

4

Chiltern Youth Club
To be presented by Oli O’Neill.

5

Chilterns Lifestyle Centre
Including a written update.

Time

Page No

3-6

7-8

6

Board activity and updates
To include funding updates, action group progress and
engagement.

7

Community Matters
To include updates on consultations, petitions and public
questions

8

Date of next meeting
17 February 2022, 7pm

If you would like to attend a meeting, but need extra help to do so, for example because of
a disability, please contact us as early as possible, so that we can try to put the right support
in place.
For further information please contact: Lizzie Wright (Community Board Co-ordinator) on
01296 382376/ 01296 382938, email democracy@buckinghamshire.gov.uk.

Agenda Item 2

Amersham Community Board minutes
Minutes of the meeting of the Amersham Community Board held on Thursday 15 July 2021
in Virtual Teams Meeting.
Committee members present
J Barnes (Amersham Action Group/Amersham TC), S Catanach (Amersham TC (Clerk)), D
Conway Read (Chesham Bois PC), L Daly (Coleshill PC), M Dormer (BC Cllr), M Flys (BC Cllr),
R Funk (Little Chalfont Community Association), B Gallagher (Little Chalfont PC), J Gellman
(Chiltern Open Air Museum), M Harker (Amersham Action Group / Amersham Retailers
Group), G Harris (BC Cllr), J Herbert (Coleshill PC), D King (BC Cllr), N Magrath (Sustainable
Amersham), R Matthews (BC Cllr), P Matza (Amersham & District Residents Association), P
Milliner (Amersham TC), R Newall (Amersham Action Group), V Patel (Little Chalfont PC), D
Pinkney (Amersham TC), B Poole (Voices and Choices), T Reading (Metroland Life), M
Roberts (Amersham TC), M Rosales (Big Community Take Away), S Rouse (BC Cllr), S Salwa
(Everyone Active), D Silverstone (Little Chalfont PC), J Steadman (Everyone Active), M Tett
(BC Cllr), L Walsh (BC Cllr), J Waters (BC Cllr) and G Whitehead (Chiltern Open Air Museum)
Others in attendance
G Allison, M Bosman, P Carroll, R Kenchington and J Sexton
Officers in attendance
M Bergh, R Binstead, R Goodes, D Hulme, K Wager and L Wright,

Agenda Item
1

Apologies/Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.
Apologies were received from Mr M Armstrong (Amersham Action Group), Ms A
Brown (Amersham Retailers Group), Cllr T Butcher, Mr P Clark (Friends of Amersham
Health Centre), Ms I Livarski, (Chiltern Rangers), Mr C Morgan (Local Resident), Ms D
Rutter (Chiltern Foodbank), Ms S Simmons (Action4Youth) and Sgt D Walsh (Thames
Valley Police)
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2

Minutes of the last meeting
RESOLVED
Minutes from the meeting held 18 February 2021 were AGREED as an accurate
record.

3

Introductions
The Chairman welcomed attendees to the meeting.

4

Areas of Focus and Action Group for 21/22
Ms L Wright, Community Board co-ordinator, and Ms R Matthews gave a
presentation, a copy of which would be appended to these minutes.
The four action groups had been set for the year ahead.







Environment
o Ms N Magrath, Sustainable Amersham, gave an overview of their
work.
Economic Regeneration
o Ms J Barnes, Amersham Action Group, gave an overview of the
groups work.
o The Chairman asked for a task and finish group, working alongside the
Economic Regeneration Action Group, to focus on how the
Amersham on the Hill market could be supported.
Health and Wellbeing
o Mr M Rosales, Big Community Takeaway, gave an overview of their
work.
Transport
o The Chairman encouraged members of the board to feedback areas
of concern so they could be discussed by the task group.
o Mr G Allison asked for volunteers to help man Community
Speedwatch
o The Chairman noted concerns raised about the behaviour of drivers
outside St Georges School which had led to several near misses
involving children. The Transport Action Group would begin
investigating possible solutions.

5

Community Board updates
An update on funding applications made to date were circulated with the agenda.

6

Community Matters
Ms L Wright, Community Board Co-Ordinator, referred to the updates circulated
with the agenda.
A written question had been received about the Chilterns Lifestyle Centre. The
question and its response would be published online when available.
Cllr M Harker spoke about Bucks Open Weekend which had been organised at very
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short notice. In Amersham on 24 July 2021 local retailers would be encouraged to
take part in a storytelling themed event with balloons and signs outside their shops.
There would be music, a fancy-dress contests for children and a Alice in Amersham
retail trial to promote local businesses.
7

Date of the next meeting
30 September 2021, 7pm
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Agenda Item 5

Amersham Community Board – 30 September 2021
Chilterns Lifestyle Centre Update
Pre-Opening Progress: There continue to be regular ongoing meetings with all the incoming
tenants in the run up to practical completion. In readiness for operating from the premises,
we are currently facilitating access for the specific fit outs and installation of equipment for
each tenant and the library, ensuring it will be fully functional for the opening. These works
have commenced in part and will continue through October for completion before the
planned opening.
At this point it is worth noting that whilst there are issues within material supply chains that
are affecting the whole construction industry, despite these challenges (which remain live)
and the impact of the pandemic for almost the entire duration of the build, the Lifestyle
Centre is due to be completed by late October and open by early November.
There is also a significant staff recruitment programme underway as the site will offer a
wide range of employment opportunities from entry level through to experienced technical
specialists. Everyone Active are working closely with Chesham Job Centre to ensure there
will be opportunities for young people through the Government’s Kickstart programme as
well as comprehensive training opportunities for those wishing to build their career in
leisure. Jobs range from lifeguards, swim teachers, Spa Manager, café, catering, health and
fitness instructors to coaches. The new Centre Manager James Sexton has been appointed
and is working hard to build the and expand the team needed to provide the wide range of
activities that residents will be able to enjoy from early November.
Parking: When the new Centre first opens, there will be limited parking onsite while the
Chiltern Pools and Community Centre buildings are demolished to create the new extended
car park for the Centre – this will have 270 spaces and is expected to open in autumn 2022.
The car park at the council offices on King George V Road in Amersham is set to become a
Pay & Display car park from next month to provide additional car parking for the public and
visitors of the new Centre.
Ticket machines will be installed from mid-October and the barrier at the entrance will no
longer be in use. Blue badge holders will be able to continue to use the car park while
displaying their badge.
Parking charges will apply Monday to Friday 7.30am to 6pm; parking will be free on
Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holidays. There will be a maximum stay of three hours with a
30-minute period free of charge. Visitors will be able to pay for parking at the Pay & Display
machines or via RingGo. Signage and other communications will be put in place to inform
people of the changes.
The charges will be as follows:
30 minutes free
Up to 1 hour £0.70
Up to 2 hours £1.40
Up to 3 hours £2.00
1
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The main Centre car park will have charging bands covering a five-hour period for
customers, there will be no free 30-minute parking periods.
The charges will be as follows:
Up to 1 hour £0.70
Up to 2 hours £1.40
Up to 3 hours £2.00
Up to 4 hours £2.50
Whilst the new car park is being built a temporary arrangement for coach drop-off and
parking will also be in place on King George V Road.
Residential roads around the Centre remain subject to parking restrictions and will continue
to be regularly monitored by Parking Enforcement Officers.
The parking arrangements will continue to be monitored to ensure that customers use the
appropriate parking that is available for the visitors and users of the new Centre.
Opening Event: Plans are in train for an official opening event in November (date to be
advised).
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